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Letter of Transmittal

16 March 2018

Martha Drake

Provincial Archaeologist

Department of Tourism, Cultutadustry and Innovation
Confederation Building

St. Johndés, NL

A1B 436

Dear Martha

Please find enclosexlir reportiwilliam JohnWintergCabinsite (CjAe159), Long
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Executive Summary

Under Archaeological Investigation Persi8.02, Gerald Penney Associates Litad

(hereinafter, GPAJre)locatedand recorded thpositionof a formercabinon the north

shore of Long Pond n St , oncé owmed dWilliam John Winters, a World War

One veteranof Inuitde ent f r om F or d 6. slavikgservdat the |, Labrador
Somme and at Gueuedecoqime receivech medical discharge in 191ahd eventually

sett | ed siThe si®sregisttredas ©A&59(William John Winters Cabin

site).

Thelocation of the site was known, having been incorporated into the sigmagéril
system aroun{Upper)Long Pond by the C.A. Pippy Park Commission and the Grand
Concourse Foundation.egistration of this known sit@asa recommendation iour
reporton Labrador Inuit Virld War Oneveteranscompiled in 2017 for the Nunatsiavu

Government

Surface surveyevealed alisusedareain the public parkwith a smd but varied deposit

of mid-20" century cultural material. Nearby, a small raiptatformwas identified, and

is the cabid s p r lochtiarb Examination of the cabsite and immediate area

identified no structural remains. The cabin is a short distance from the shoreline, between
it and the main trail alonthe north side othe pond. Traces of a former path were visible

just above the high water maiknd dikely boatrampwas observed

The site is under nourrentthreat being an Environmental Protected Area under
regulation of the Pippy Park Commission, as well as being subjtet kbstoric
Resources AcNNo further testing is recommended, unless the saaldibe subject to
some unanticipated thre#@t.broaderarchaeological landscape assessmeRimly Park
continuing fromthework conducted in 198%hould be considered
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Features-

@ Fluvarium.

@ School Hut.

© Clearing.

@ Mount Scio House.

© Site of Billy Winter's Cabin.
® View of the Pond.

@ Balsam Fir Forest.

© Shamrock Farm.

@ Health Sciences Centre.
& Footbridge.

0 Arts and Culture Centre.
0 Fluvarium.

Symbols -
eeee This Walk.
—— Other Concourse Walks.
@ Direction of View.
)-\ Little Rest or Bench.

0 Junction.

Map section from a Grand CoaurseAuthorityinterpretive panel of theLong Pond,
north shore walking trail. The catins | o(#5yst notexd put isincorrect.

© 2018, Gerald Penney Associates Limited
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Introduction

In 2017GPAwas contracted by thdunatsiavut Government (fenafter NG)to

conduct ancdompileresearch on persons of Inuitsdent who served in thailitary

during World War One. IUnatapanesimajukkabradér, a r epor
Inuit and World WarOne was s ub mi twhiohcbntdaireda ¢oimpadiuh®f

Inuit veteranaindbrief biographiegGPA 2017) Also includedwere several
recommendatiomforrelated research into the role the tador Inuit played duringhe

war. One recommendationas that

The site of Wi lliam bokldn i Wi Btter ss® haadlsi s ha
registered as an archaeological site. GPA can undertake this once the snow

had melted. A dayods work to obtain coordi.l
registered it with the Provincial Archaeology Office will offer a degree of

proecti on for this unique Aurban |l nuito sit

In February 2018, GPA was contractedthe NGfor continual researchnto individual
soldiers postVar. One of the tasksf this supplementarynoejectwasto recod the

Winterscabin site.

As the sie is located on propertynder regulation athe C.A. Pippy Park Commission,
Chairman Ric Mercewas contacted and informed of our intentiomglilightingthe fact
that no suksurface testing or excavation would occafjerwhich we were give the

Comm s s ifull codpsration
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Study Area/Natural Features

Long Pondhistorically, Upper Long Pontj is a fresh water lakcated c. 2.3 km fim

St . J o hn,éastofdhe Fresbwater Vallegt the base dflount Scio It is

bounded to the northly Pippy Parkandby Memorial Universityto thesouth. A trail

roundng the pond is part of thextensiveGrand ConcoursA@uthority trail systemLong

Pond is c. 640n long (c. 750m, if a large marshy area at its west end is included), and

between 130n and 170 m wide through most of its lendtisfedbyL e ar y6s Br ook a:
its west endmeandering around the south and east siflédse Health Sciences Centre,

from a far ranging watershe@nd Nagles Hill Brook at its NE enids egress isia

Rennies Rrer, emptying into Quidi Vidi Lake.

Y

i,

View of Long Pondfom Mount iopre1908 Iookin moreor-lesseast towards the
Narrows at centre, righfCNS Photo 0109002)

! PresentlayKents Pond was known as Middle LoRgnd in the 19 century.
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Thecabinsitestudy areas inland ofa smallpoint of land on th@orthside of Lomgy

Pond i n the Ci t withiothe b8undaried af PippyPesskeerl@b6The
Grand Concourse/Pippy Park Long Pond Trail ig}20m inland o the north side of the
pond flankedmainly bytree covelof varying thicknessn both sidesearest th study

area.An open area below the Park headquarters at Mount Scio Houseragricultural

land/pasturgis about 75 m northeast of the study area

View from north east end of hg Pond (looking SW), showing approximate area of the
cabin site.
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Previous Archaeology

No previous archaeological investigatioas beeronducted at the site, and investigation
in the general area has been limited. In 1989 GPA conducted an overview assessment of
an area that was to be impacted by constructiorN#vafoundand Freshwater Resource
Centerthe Fluvarium and associated work6PA 189). Fieldworkidentifiedevidence

of mid-19" and 2@' century occupation throughoutartly associated with thi@rmer
residence oSurveyor Generaloseph Noad, and othateragriculturaloccupantgo the
east al ong t(Gjae-04 Nath Bahk)lvestig&tiondeterminedhat

neither theconstruction of the Fluvariupmor the damming of Nagles Brook further
upstreamyvould causelamage to historic resourcedéfe werehowever potentially
significant deposits along a proposed sewer line rhatiewarranted further

investigation Later datarecoverytest excavationalong this routdy Laurie McLean
identified a variety bmaterials dating from the mitid" cenury, through the 2Dcentury
(McLean 1989, related to the North Bank occupatjiamcluding its useas a military
hospital during WWII Metal detectorists arknown to visit thenorthsideof the pond.

\
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Fort he | ar ger h ¢reshwatekalley ared,tlimitedlacciaeaotgical
investigation has occurred. In 2006, personnel with the Provincial Archaeology Office
made a brief preonstruction excavation visdt an abandoneHlelly farm-siteon Cinch
Crescentcurrentsite ofthe Elaine Dobbin Centre for Autisnin 2014, a Memorial

University archaeology field school tested a

on Oxen Pond Raal, further to the wesh Freshwater Valley propéLyttleton 2015a and
201%).

‘ i RN ZL ) < J
Long Pond, c. 1948r 48 (Collins 2010:D9). Note the extensive clestdagricultural
and pasture landStudy area marked in red.

2 The publication (Collins 2010) dates the stitched aerial photo to c. 1942. Hoaéligirt tag/ID is still
visiblein two places, and boitiate to 1948Http://www.flr.gov.nl.ca/lands/maps/airphotos/0EN
_1948_BW_5000_1N2.JBG
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Historic Context

(Upper)Long Pond and its surrouimg) landscapehas a longdnistory of seasonaand
agricultureutilization. Much lke Quidi Vidi Lake, Long Pond was a common location

for picnics, swimmingand other relaxingctivitiesby the middle and upper classes of St.
J o h througroutthe 19" century(Shawyer 2005:125) ong Pond and the Friemater
Valleyd sventualyearroundsettiement is duprimarily to agriculture with landhaving
beencleared an@xploited for agricultural purposes since at least the first decade of the
19" century and many farms well establishedrjd-century(MacKinnon 198125-27;
2005.

——— Roads and Streets, 1800-1825
——— Roads and Streets, 1825-1850
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Road and streets irmnd aroundSt . sJcolB0®XB50 @fter MacKinnon 2005:70)

During the early 19 century a network of roadsasdevelopedc onnecting St. Joh
the nearby outport@nd extending access to the hiraads Numerous farms and country

homes sprung up (such as the aforementioned estate of Su@Geyeral Joseph Noad)

along theeroads some surviving into the miel0" century. These properties were

gradually acquiretty the C.A. Pippy Par€ommission, grocess that conting¢oday

(Shawyer 2005:13739). By mid19" century, the Freshwater Valley/Upper Long Pond

area had been long settled (MacKinnon 200%:3® and includedvell known farms and

estatesuch as h eBrigd darm, the Kelf Farm,Westerlad, andNorth Bank. Long

10
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Pondand theFreshwater Valley remainedrural fringeo f St . Johndés wunti |l t

construction of Memorial University, the Confederation Building and the Prince Philip

Parkway in the 1960s. Clearly, this environment appeal@dltam JohnWinters.

3

William John Winters, with Long Pond in the background. A cabin and chimney are
visibleat top, left(photo by Harold Hammond, courtesy Philip Hiscock).

Winters was born at Kamarswkoiseys Bay) abrador, in January 1892, to Edmund and
Tamar (Ford?) Winters. He enlistedthe Newfoundland Regiment on 25 September
1915listing his occupatioms a fisheman, from Ford Harbour(east of Naijp A month
laterhewas dispatched by train to Quebdc,an g wi t h t h éof voluriteess t
from Labradorwho had enlisted in July.@dreceived his initial training in Canada and in
Great Britain, aiving in France in June 1916, so his active service bagdhe

Regiment was beginning to reform and retrain after Beaumont Haleelerved ithe

11
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trenches during the latter days of the Battle of the Somme until being hospitalized with
diphtheria. He returned to his unit in early October, during the initial stages of
Gueudecourt, but was hospitalized again on 18 October, suffering from gastdtisas
evacuated to hospital at Wandsworth, London.

After furlough, and a period of service attached to the regimental depot, Winters was
recommended for a medical discharge, returni
admitted to Jensen Campar St  J coh AAprd, having seemingly come down with

tuberculosis either while in England or during transport back to Newfoundland. He was
discharged from Jensen Camp and the Regiment as unfit for military service on 11 June

1918.

Wi nterso6 odoemtcienuvend trheesiSt. Johnds area was | |
hospitalization and treatment for tuberculofia. a time, hdived on Freshwater Road in

the household of Chesley Ford, who was likely an uncle. When he received his medals, in
September 1921 ghwas a patient at the sanitarium on Topsail Road. Although he may

have returned to Labrador i nkndwhfigureéimSter i m, 0 E
Johndés by the 1940s, Iliving in an area known
Memorial University. He trapped, hunted and fished in the Freshwater Valley, and had a

cabin on Long Pond the subject of this investigation. He died on 9 December 1970.

12
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Field Results

Field recording occurred on 26 February 204&] wasconducted bylair Temple and

Robert Cuff.As theapproximate location of the cabin site was kndaMr. Cuff from

his youth and incorporated intearlierinterpretivesignage by the Grand Concourse
Authority, locating it within the snowcovered woods was fairlgasy There is a path to

the location of a former viewpoint/bench which is quite near the cabin site (marked #6 on
the map on p.4)5ite-visit goals weresimply to identify the prbable location of the

former cabinand geiGPS coordinates for any surfagsible cultural material or

features No subsuface testing or surface collectioscurred

Coordinates for the cabin location amdsociated cultural materiand features.

Waypoint | Coordinates (NADL983 | Comment

fACabirm 036945% 527086 N Probable cabindcation
ABot t|0369450E5270853 Location of a collection of garbage and debr
fiLookou®d | 0369431527083 Remnants of the forméwokoutbench

ASI| i p|0369474E 5270867N Location of possible slipway or boat launch

View ofcabinlocation(w p t i dCl@eyondrthe deathll), with Long Pon@ southern
shore visiblan the background
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